
Crofton Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Report (May22) 

This was the second year that COVID 19 caused disruptions to the parish. Most meetings 

were held as a hybrid event where most agenda items were discussed via the Zoom 

platform later to be ratified. The Parish Council wish to send out all our condolences to those 

were affected or lost love ones to this dreadful disease. COVID 19 came close to home when 

Cllr David Kimbley passed away as a result of contacting the disease… our heartfelt thanks 

go out to his family as we all that David for the work done for the Parish. 

Councillors.. We did have some other changes during the year, Eric Robinson stood down 

from the Parish Council as Vice Chair later to be replaced by the return of Cllr Martyn 

Hampshire.  

Platinum Jubilee The Parish Council wish to congratulate Her Majesty the Queen on her 

70th Jubilee whilst also wishing her continued good health. We hope that Crofton residents 

will take part in the celebrations 

Crofton Safe Scheme The Parish Council continued its commitment to the scheme however 

there were concerns regarding the lack of police representation at meetings. Parish 

Councillors met with other parishes who partake in the Safe Scheme.. although most 

members were satisfied with the service,  a follow up meeting will be organised to discuss 

how we all wish to see the scheme progress from here during the next few years. 

District Councillors This year saw the loss of two District Councillors; Faith Hepinstall and 

Albert Manifield. Last May Dist Cllr Paul Stockhill was elected in place of Faith whilst Albert 

retired this year due to ill health, We wish to congratulate Dist Cllr Usman Ali for his recent 

election win. The Parish would wish to extend a special thanks to Dist Cllr Maureen 

Cummins who for most of the past year has represented the village on her own. My thanks 

also go out to Maureen for helping facilitate last years village ‘Family Fun Day’  

Developments and Traffic Issues  The building development in Crofton continues to place 

strains on our schools, doctors and increasingly traffic congestion throughout the village. 

Parish Councillors recently met with WMDC Highways officers to put our case forward 

however there were no promised improvements on the contrary we were told, ‘congestion 

will get worse in a hope that residents will switch from cars to buses’. We will be petitioning 

our District Councillors to support better solutions through the village including the 

increasing case to re-establish Rail Connectivity in the village. The new Local Development 

Plan (LDF) is due to come into force over the next year which will result in well over 250 

more homes being built...  

Changes in Parish Boundaries WMDC has entered into consultations with parishes 

regarding possible changes in parish boundaries. Walton PC has indicated that Crofton’s 



half of the Walton Colliery Park should become part of their parish whilst Sharlston PC are 

petitioning for our Birkwood Estate. Both will be contested by the PC. 

Allotments Hare Park, Oak Street and Pontefract Road allotments continue to be popular 

and generally well used and maintained. It is hoped that the access gate at the Hare Park 

Allotments will soon be replaced.  

Parish Cemetery Groundworks for the new Cremated Remains plots are now complete, we 

are now looking forward to procuring a new type of plinth and start installing the same. 

During the past year we have in line with recent legislation held a test survey on the 

stability of headstones. From the report generated we have identified those of concern. We 

are progressing work to stabilise the ‘wobbily’ headstones.  

New Parish Centre and Library We have now received quotes from prospective builders for 

the new Parish Centre and Library. All planning commitment have been concluded; we are 

now looking forward to finalising the finance for the building with a start sometime during 

the remaining year. The current building continues to house the Parish Library which I 

understand still has a strong membership. 

Sidings Facility The building is well used by Men’s and Ladies Football, Cricket and even 

Rugby. It’s pleasing to see the village Scouting and Brownies Groups using the building. The 

building is well maintained and cleaned regularly. This year Cllr Simon Bennett will be 

stepping down as Chairman and Treasurer of the Croton Village Association well after 

30years of service, the village is very grateful for his work. 

Precept The Parish Council agreed a precept (parish budget) for 2022/23. It is intended to 

ensure that we can maintain our core commitments including provision of the Sidings, 

Parish Centre and Safe Scheme. As part of our S137 we also provided funding for the 

‘Family Fun Day’, Community Café, Christmas Lights and Floral Displays. This years increase 

equates to 2.9% (£40.68 on a band D property)  

Floral Displays We have now agreed with the contractor to install these summers floral 

display. This year we are offering anyone wishing to sponsor this year’s displays can do so.  

Christmas and Remembrance Events We were pleased to once again hold both events post 

COVID. Hopefully this year’s events will be back to the same numbers and success. 

The Parish Council has always encouraged and welcomed members of the public to contact 

and attend our meetings. 

Please STAY SAFE 

Cllr Trevor Chalkley Chairman  


