
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2019/2020 

It is pleasing to report that, for as long as I can remember, this is first time that there has been a full 

complement of thirteen Crofton Parish Councillors, and it is my pleasure to welcome the new 

Councillors as members of our team, and to express sincere thanks to all Councillors for all their hard 

work in the year under review, and under my Chairmanship, which has contributed to everything 

which has been achieved.  

 

It is with pleasure that, after much work from all who have been involved in the planning of the 

proposed new Crofton Parish Council Centre, I am able to announce that Planning Permission has 

finally been granted for the erection of the new building, which will incorporate the Crofton Parish 

Library and Community Centre, which will be of great value to our village. We are dealing with the 

planning conditions and are able to proceed to the next stage which will be to obtain Grants and prices 

for the build.  

 

COMMUNITY DAY HELD ON THURSDAY, 15 AUGUST 2019 

 

On Thursday, 15 August 2019, a Community Day was organised by Messrs Nicholas Latto and Andy 

Greatorex who arranged for a team from DS Packaging to come to our village (in a voluntary 

capacity) in order carry out, on behalf of the Crofton Parish Council, a scheme of works to improve 

both the Churchyard and Cemetery. 

 

It is impossible to give a detailed description of all the work which was completed by the team, and 

the improvements achieved: suffice it to say that the seat in the Churchyard was renovated and 

painted (it looks really good); the garden areas were cleared of weeds, and paving stones were  re-laid 

and cleaned.  Detritus was removed from the area and steps behind the fuel tanks, which made it more 

aesthetically pleasing, and the whole area was made safe.  An unbelievable amount of work was 

carried out in order to make the Churchyard a more welcoming, inviting, and tranquil place in which 

to pass time and absorb the peace and quiet. 

 

A letter has been written to Mr Nicholas Latto of DS Smith Packing to express the sincere gratitude of 

Crofton Parish Councillors and the Parishioners of Crofton to all those who were involved in the 

excellent work done to improve these areas. 

 

Fencing was erected at the bottom of the Cemetery;  trees and shrubs were pruned, and made safe; the 

gravel path to where the ashes are interred was extended; and a very large number of paving flags 

were removed and put into storage (this was very heavy work); and our thanks go to everyone 

involved. 

 

It was a pleasure to spend the day with such a dedicated, cheerful, and hard working group.  The 

things they have achieved are of infinite value to our Parish Council and its parishioners. 

 

S106 MONEYS 

 

Pontefract road allotments: boundary fences have been erected around the site to increase security. 

Fence extension has also been completed in the Parish Cemetery. 

 

 

PARISH CEMETERY 

 

Other works carried out in the cemetery are as follows: some trees which are dangerous, diseased, or 

in positions which, in the future, will restrict the maximisation of the burial area of the cemetery, are 

being removed.   All of these have been checked for bats. This work has been completed for this 

winter.  

 



 

   

CHILDREN’S FUN DAY 

We are pleased to be able to announce that, as a result of the hard work of all those who were 

involved, the Children’s Fun Day was, as usual, an outstanding success, and we were blessed with 

perfect weather.  I am sure that this event is eagerly anticipated from year to year and, in future years, 

it will be co-ordinated by the Events Team. 

CRICKET 

The teams have settled in well at the Sidings. The pitch area for the cricket will be maintained, as 

usual, by Wakefield District Council (Groundworks Staff). 

WORK DONE ON SIDINGS  

Work on improving this area is ongoing:  in the Sidings Building, nine lights have been replaced in 

the main corridor; the larger urinal and the officials’ showers have been repaired; and other internal 

works are in progress. The external works which have been completed include a fence which was 

erected to delineate the boundary of the car park area, and broken paving stones were replaced and the 

area made safe.  

THE SIDING BUILDING 

Attention is being given to ascertain the state of the electrical works; plumbing works; and other 

areas. The necessary works will be carried out in a rolling programme. 

WMDC is to complete a flood prevention plan on the area of the Sidings at, and around, the children’s 

play area.                                                                                             

Consultation has taken place between Crofton Juniors, the CVA, Crofton Parish Council, W.D.M.C 

Groundworks and the F.A in relation to works being carried out for pitch improvements and 

maintenance of the area. This has been signed up for an eight-year Programme of Works supervised 

by the F.A. 

CONSTABLE AND PINDERS TRUST 

The Trust has now 4 trustees in position, and a Chair, Secretary and Treasurer are in place and the 

Trust is now working effectively within its parameters. 

MILLENNIUM STONE AREA 

The Millennium Stone was re-sited from Academy land to its new site on the grassed area near the 

small car park.  In addition, a small memorial is to be erected on a portion of land nearby, and this 

area will provide a safe and attractive area where, in future years, the Outdoor Remembrance Service 

will take place. 

Ten stone bollards have been erected around the grassed area at the side of the Academy in order to 

prevent parents from parking their vehicles here when dropping off their children at the entrance to 

the Academy, thereby helping to protect children from the danger of being injured in the process. 

More bollards will be obtained to complete the job as soon as possible. 



The Outdoor Remembrance Service went very well at the new site near the Millennium Stone, and the 

increased attendance justified the moving of the site for safety reasons. I am also able to report that 

the Christmas lights celebrations and Carol service were enjoyed, and very much appreciated, by the 

large number of people who were able to attend. A huge amount of work was carried out by the local 

people, in organising the various stalls and activities, and a great time was had by everyone who was 

there. 

FLOWERING HANGING BASKETS /PLANTERS 

The baskets were a disappointment this year. One of the reasons for this is that youths were seen 

jumping up and tipping the water from the baskets, which resulted in the plants dying. We are hoping 

to get permission to site a number of three-tier planters around the village in order to improve the 

floral displays.  It would be very helpful to receive reports (to both the Parish Council and the Police) 

of any vandalism of the new planters: this is your money that these hooligans are wasting. The issue 

of damage being done around the village is appalling: these people have damaged the new fence in the 

cemetery which was erected by volunteers;  the fencing round the cricket field; and the new fencing 

erected as a demarcation between  the car park and grassed areas. 

TRAFFIC ISSUES 

After discussions which took place with Highways Department, we are pleased that the suggestion to 

extend the 20 mph area from the roundabout near the Sainsbury's Supermarket to Towers Close was 

approved, together with the addition of a speed table. The 20 mph area will also extend down Hare 

Park Lane. We are advised that work to complete this is to take place in the new financial year.   

My sincere thanks go to Mr B Riley, Clerk to the Parish Council for all the support, help and guidance 

which he has provided throughout this unusual year.  This has been much appreciated.    

My final message is to say that I do hope that everyone in the village takes note of the advice from the 

Government, and stays safe. As you are aware, the measures that the Government Lockdown has 

taken to protect us all has meant that the works which we had planned were postponed, and  will not 

be able to be completed until the restrictions are lifted, and normal life resumes. 

The best wishes of the Parish Council are sent to all our Parishioners:  follow the Government’s guide 

lines and stay safe.  

 

A W Ripley       

Chair 

 


