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      Minutes of the remote Parish Council meeting held 13 October 2020. 

 

Present; Councillors; Robinson (Chair), Chalkley (Vice Chair), Bennett, Elson, 

                        Gordon, Harrison, Hewitt, Kimbley, Stennett and Walker.                      

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley. 

 

In attendance; District Councillor; Cummings. 

 

10/107  Report from W.Y.Police Officers working on Crofton Safe Scheme          

No report received. 

Cllr Chalkley commented that the Chair of Walton Parish Council had no recent 

contact with their Safe Scheme Officer. 

 

10/108  Wakefield MDC District Councillors Report 

Cllr Cummings informed all present; 

In response to the request to have the yellow lines and zebra crossing on the bus 

turning repainted and the pot holes dealt with (see minute 09/090), it had been 

confirmed that it was not the responsibility of WMDC Highways, the road was owned 

by the Education Department and the Academy. Cllr Bennett commented that the 

Academy were not using the large car park as much so the road was not being used as 

much. 

Following comment made about speeding near to Anglers Country Park, it was 

considered that there was sufficient signage and as there were no other reports, this 

did not warrant any change. ‘Slow’ road markings would be placed there.  

Cllr Cummings was still awaiting information from previous requests concerning the 

pot hole near the junction of Harrison Road and Church Road. 

The speed table/platform being used in the 20mph speed restrictions for traffic 

calming, would not be amended. 

An order had been issued for work on the pot holes in the Manorfields area and for no 

parking in front of gates on Hare Park Lane. 

Members were informed that work was to begin on the Doncaster Road bridge a 

number of road closures were to be implemented with the work being completed by 

February 2021. 

Further to comments made about fly tipping in the ginnel (see minute 09/090), it had 

been noted that a digging machine was being used to remove soil, it was unsure where 

the waste was being removed to and if the machine was owned by Harron Homes. 

Cllr Robinson had been in communication with WMDC Highway Engineer Rob Fyfe  

to discuss the additional planter positions requested for next year, but also about 

moving the two planters within two feet of the kerb edge. The Highways Safety 

Officer had advised that they should not be moved as this would cause a blind spot for 

drivers coming out of Hare Park View and become an added risk to children leaving 

school and could cause an accident. As an alternative, the use of low level planters 

could be used to stop cars parking there and funding could be obtained from the 

District Councillors, Cllr Cummings commented that it would only move the traffic to 

other areas. Since the Highway Safety Officer had now identified a danger with cars 

parking there, he requested that he attend on site and suggest what could be done to 

resolve this danger to life on WMDC property.  

Cllr Cummings was asked for assistance on the following matters; 
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The road sign on Towers Close at Meadowfields Road/Avenue needed moving. 

Building was taking place in the rear garden of 1 Wentworth Drive, clarification was 

sought on what it was, as there were no planning application to be found. 

Cllr Harrison had noted that the dog bins on Hare Park were overflowing, he 

requested another one be placed there or replace it with a bigger bin, Cllr Cummings 

commented that they were supposed to be emptied weekly but she would clarify and 

also ask that emptying take place on Friday’s, prior to much use at the weekend. 

 

10/109  Public Participation session 

No public in attendance. 

 

10/110  Apologies for absence  

Councillors; Barnsley, Ripley and Schofield. 

Apologies were accepted 

 

10/111  Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

 

10/112  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were subject to change prior to approval. 

 

10/113  Matters arising from previous minutes 

Nothing to report. 

 

10/114  Community Facilities 

Report Parish Centre and Library 

Following acceptance of the quote by members for repairing the fence on the 

boundary, the resident had commented that the repair had left his garden exposed and 

was affecting his privacy, another fence had been proposed along the existing 

boundary, members agreed to the proposal subject to a number of restrictions being 

agreed. An agreement would be issued which would require both parties to sign. 

Members had received the document/report providing an update on the new building, 

comment was made about some of the internal measurements, but it was confirmed 

that the scan when printed was not to scale and made it look longer when compared 

with its width. Following further discussion, it was agreed to proceed in accordance 

with the report from the Parish Centre and Library Working Party, noting the 

amended internal layout. A meeting would be arranged with the Architect to progress 

the Building Regulations submission. 

Cllr Chalkley commented that the Library was still able to be opened at present. 

Report Village Association 

Cllr Bennett reported that; 

That the present arrangements for use of the facility was working. 

Cllr Robinson was thanked for contacting and obtaining quotes from WMDC 

concerning end of season work on the cricket square. 

Cllr Chalkley commented that the changing rooms were being used in accordance 

with the strict guidelines introduced. 

Cllr Kimbley informed members that the broken cricket fencing was allowing 

WMDC and those involved with the football, to use it as a ‘Right of Way’. This was 

causing the grassed area to become increasingly damaged, the Clerk suggested that a  
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contractor be appointed by the CVA, as they were able to act outside the Parish 

Council constraints. 

Report Allotments 

Cllr Hewitt reported that; 

He was pleased with the cultivation of plots that was taking place. 

He informed members that the recent fire which required the fire service to attend was 

caused by an accident. 

Cllr Harrison asked members of the Working Party to attend a meeting that weekend. 

Report Parish Cemetery 

Another draft of the Regulations, Rules and Fees would be issued by Cllr Stennett to 

include notes from other Councillors. The draft would be presented at the next 

meeting for approval. 

It had not been possible to ascertain the ownership of the casket space where the  

kerbs and stones had been placed which was not allowable. Rather than remove them 

an advert would be placed in the ‘Beacon’ to trace the owner, but also to confirm that 

kerbs and stones and other artefacts were not permitted. Cllr Bennett commented that 

he thought the work looked neat and tidy, was not dangerous or causing a problem 

and thought it was time to introduce new thoughts. 

Having discussed the letter received from a resident about removing fencing and 

vegetation that was stopping repair work being done to his garage, it was agreed that 

they would be removed at the Parish Council’s expense to enable the work to be done.  

Cllr Chalkley commented on the use of the private land where the garages were being 

used to access the cemetery grounds. 

Report Website 

Cllr Gordon reported that; 

He had provided members with quotes (see minute 09/096), to enable a company to 

do the required work to comply with web content accessibility guidelines. Comment 

was made that the cost to enable a company to do the work had not been budgeted for 

and to implement the regulations would be a disproportionate burden on the Parish 

Council to implement. It was therefore agreed that Cllr Gordon would conduct a ‘lay 

mans’ assessment and liaise with the Clerk to produce a statement.                                                    

Report Floral Display                                                                                                               

Cllr Stennett had provided members with a proposal for placing poppy’s on wire for 

Remembrance Day, the proposal was agreed. 

10/115  Traffic issues 

Nothing to report. 

                                                                                                                             

10/116  Cleansing/Environment 

Nothing to report. 

                                                                                                                             

10/117  Planning Notifications 

Members duly noted the applications and decisions received. 

The Clerk explained that the WMDC Portal was not a dependable source to access 

information, he was having planning applications and decisions sent directly to him. 

 

10/118  Financial matters                                      

Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly payments and receipts and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance. 
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Cllr Gordon had presented members with an update on proposals on how to utilise 

Green space funding from the remaining s106 funding which was £23556. Cllr 

Gordon was asked to review and decide which proposals should be represented, 

whilst noting that some of the proposals were not on land owned by the Parish 

Council. 

The quarterly accounts were accepted. 

                                       

10/119  Consider and discuss correspondence received 

Members noted the content of the information received, in particular  

The Clerk was asked to respond to the letter received from MP J. Trickett, concerning 

restoration of local railway lines, expressing the Parish Council’s support for the 

proposal but also to request the inclusion of Crofton as a stop, given the size of the 

village. 

 

10/120  HS2 

Comment was made that progress on the Eastern Leg of High Speed 2 (HS2) Phase 

2b, from the West Midlands to Leeds, had been paused due to a Government 

investigation. 

 

10/121  Parish matters 

Members had been circulated with information from Cllr Kimbley concerning the cost 

to supply fixed and removable posts to complete the work around the car park 

perimeter. Following discussion members agreed to the work being completed. 

Cllr Chalkley commented that a wreath would be purchased for Remembrance Day. 

Comment was made about the scaffolding around ‘The Manor’ Public House and if 

the venue had a future. 

Cllr Hewitt commented about the lack of Police information being received following 

some recent incidents and the lack of service being received from the Safe Scheme. 

 

10/122  Date of next meeting 

Resolved; that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 10 

November 2020 at 7pm. 

 

10/123        Members of the public and press were to leave before agenda item 18. 

It was agreed 

 

10/124  Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press 

Nothing discussed. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date………………… 

 Chairman Crofton Parish Council 


