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      Minutes of the remote Parish Council meeting held 14 July 2020. 

 

Present; Councillors; Ripley (Chair), Robinson (Vice Chair), Barnsley, Bennett, 

                        Chalkley, Elson, Gordon, Harrison, Kimbley, Stennett and 

Walker. 

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley. 

 

In attendance; District Councillors; Cummings and Heptinstall. 

 

Members were informed that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

07/071  Report from W.Y.Police Officers working on Crofton Safe Scheme          

No report had been received for the July meeting. 

Cllr Chalkley had commented that he was aware of a number of petty thefts that were 

being carried out in the village.  

 

07/072  Wakefield MDC District Councillors Report 

District Councillors provided information to enquiries made individually by Parish 

Councillors, and gave an update on matters discussed at previous meetings in 

particular; 

Cllr Heptinstall had a meeting with the Police and was informed that people were not 

reporting shed burglaries despite comment about the number that had occurred. 

In response to the suggestion that the lay-bye opposite Sandown Avenue be utilised 

for parking during Church events (see minute 03/054), WMDC would not alter the 

existing TRO (Traffic Regulation Order), for this area. If the Church or the Parish 

Council encouraged anyone to park there those who had would be liable to a fine. 

Cllr Cummings stated that following complaints received about the recent resurfacing 

work, it had been noted that residents were driving on it before the works had been 

completed.  the defects would be fixed. 

Further to a report from Cllr Harrison concerning a fallen tree in Coppers Lake this 

had been dealt with. 

Given the concern about the spread of Giant Hogweed at Coppers Lake and other 

areas in the village, members were assured that the areas had been treated and would 

continue to be monitored, 

With regard to comment about flooding on Harrison Road (see minute 03/054), the 

work had been completed. 

A report concerning overflowing bins on Hare Park Lane had been dealt with. 

The Parish Council were thanked for their support for the food parcels. 

The use of Zoom (Video Communication Technology) for PACT meetings would be 

used later in the month 

The Annual Fun Day in August had been cancelled. 

 

07/073  Public Participation session 

No members of the public were present. 

 

07/074  Apologies for absence  

Councillors; Hewitt and Schofield. 

Apologies were accepted. 
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07/075  Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

 

07/076  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meetings were approved and signed by the Chair of the 

meeting. 

 

07/077  Matters arising from previous minutes 

No matters arising. 

 

07/078  Community Facilities 

Report Parish Centre  

Cllr Bennett reported that; 

He had received a request from the PCSO about holding a PACT meeting on 6-8 

October, members were agreeable to the provisional booking subject to advice from 

Cllr Chalkley who was providing advice on safeguarding measures. 

With regard to the Library reopening, an article would be placed in the Beacon 

concerning the present situation with updates posted to the web site. The methodology 

for reopening would be required to ensure safeguarding. 

Report Village Association 

Cllr Bennett reported that; 

The CVA accounts had been circulated to members, there had been no further 

meeting since the last one held in January due to the coronavirus, some pitch fees had 

not been paid because teams had lost their income, the result being a lower income 

figure on the accounts. 

Report Allotments 

The Clerk informed members that he had contacted Cllr Hewitt regarding a number of 

people who had registered for an allotment application to be sent, at present Cllr 

Hewitt was shielding and would not be carrying out inductions till further notice. 

Report Parish Cemetery 

The Clerk reminded members that the new Regulations, Rules and Fees had not yet 

been finalised, Cllr Bennett offered comment on a change to the wording concerning a 

non -resident, he would send the Clerk the information. The new draft would be on 

the next agenda for approval. 

Report Website 

Cllr Gordon reported that; 

He had received information from the Clerk that NALC (The National Association of 

Local Councils), had launched a new publication on website accessibility 

requirements. The publication provides practical steps that local councils can follow 

to understand the new regulations and put in place an accessibility statement, and start 

plans to improve the accessibility of their website. 

He reminded members that some Councillor profiles were not complete. 

 

07/079  Traffic issues 

Cllr Bennett commented on yet more road works being carried out at the junction of 

Slack Lane and Doncaster Road.     
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07/080  Cleansing/Environment 

It was noted that the small road sweeper had been active in the village however it was 

questionable how effective it was. Cllr Kimbley commented that he had not seen the 

vehicle in the area where he lived in the village. 

Cllr Walker commented on the overgrown vegetation to be seen on Lovell View, she 

would report it direct to WMDC. 

 

07/081  Planning Notifications 

Members discussed application 20/00887/COUQ, the conversion of part of 

agricultural building to a dwelling house and associated works at Goldwing Farm, 

Shay Lane. There was concern about increased traffic on an already busy road, how 

emergency vehicles would access the property and as the entrance was opposite the 

Walton Colliery Nature Reserve there was no provision made for this. The Clerk was 

asked to submit an objection. 

 

07/082  Financial matters                                      

Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly payments and receipts and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance.                                                        

Cllr Bennett commented that the amount spent for the annual budget for the heading  

Stationary/Post/Advertisements/Computer/Phone had almost been reached, the Clerk 

commented that the amount was excessive as it included VAT for the new computer 

which when claimed could not be allocated back to this budget, however he did not 

expect to make further purchases of stationary items for the rest of the financial year. 

Members gave their approval to the quarterly accounts. 

Cllr Stennett informed members that in lieu of the cancellation of VE Day celebrations, LIVE 

Crofton would use the funds from the grant issued for other activities in the village such as 

supporting the Christmas Lights ‘switch on’ and Remembrance Day events. The Clerk stated 

that the funding had been issued in the previous financial year and approved by the Auditor so 

there was no requirement for the funding to be repaid, but it was good practice for any 

organisation that receives a grant to provide a written statement of how the money would be 

spent. Following discussion, it was agreed that the funding would be held by them. 

Due to the uncertainty presented by the Coronvirus, it was agreed that funding be made 

available to the cost incurred for the provision of Zoom meetings (minute 07/072). 

 

07/083  Consider and discuss correspondence received 

Members noted the content of the information received, in particular  

Note 1; A letter dated 05 July had been sent to the Chairman Cllr Ripley by some 

members of the Parish Council expressing their concern (following concerns expressed 

to Councillors from residents of the village), about his involvement with the replacement 

of the existing Parish Centre with a new Parish Centre and Library.  
As councillors were not aware of his actions it can only be assumed that these were 

without the full knowledge, agreement and inclusion of all members, they demanded that he 

cease attempting to or holding meetings, incurring further costs and cease any further contact 

with the Architect. In summary he must cease to furthering the process for a new parish 

centre and library. Cllr Ripley had sent a response, he asked if all members present 

had received it, which those present at the meeting said they had. He stated that he was 

progressing matters following Planning Permission being given and to enable Building 

Regulations to be obtained which enabled the Planning Application to be satisfied. He stated 

that at all time he worked to Parish Council rules and regulations. The letter he had received,  



Page 4; 
made reference to him being reported to the Standards Committee he felt that this had brought 

his reputation into disrepute. He asked for the person who wrote the letter to resign or he 

would report it to the Standards Board. He also requested all those who had signed the 

letter to withdraw their support of the letter and if they did not, he would report them 

to the Standards Board as well as he considered it a breach of their rules. He asked that a 

response be sent to him by Friday 17 July 12 noon. 

Following this ultimatum, he instructed that this matter was finished with, despite a 

number of councillors still indicating that they wished to speak on this matter. Cllr 

Robinson asked whether the parish meeting was still in progress and if so, would it 

not be reasonable for councillors to have their say. It was agreed that the parish 

meeting was still in progress. After some limited further discussion, the Chair as he 

had throughout the meeting, repeated that if all those involved and signatures to the 

letter would be reported to the Standards Board.  

At this time a number of Councillors indicted that it was their opinion that the Chair 

was acting in a dictatorial and bullying manner was intimidating and demeaning 

Councillors which was considered totally inappropriate.   

Cllr Bennett pointed out that as a response had been received from the Chair would it 

not be more appropriate for Councillors to consider his reply and to see if this matter 

could be amicably resolved. The Chair again advised all Councillors present that as 

far as he was concerned, despite Cllr Bennett’s suggestion, this matter was closed and 

repeated in what was considered a threatening matter that he would report all those 

concerned and those who had signed the letter to the Standards Board if he did not 

receive an acceptable response by Friday 17 July 12 noon. He even indicated that 

individuals could contact him to remove them from his proposed action.    
The Vice Chairman Cllr Robinson, informed members that he had met with Cllr Ripley to 

explain why the letter had been sent and to clarify that there was obviously a communication 

problem. The Clerk having provided some information in relation to the content of the letters 

asked all present (as suggested by Cllr Bennett), to seek an amicable solution. This 

again was totally rejected by the Chair who repeated again that he had made his 

decision clear and would not reconsider his intention to report this matter to the 

Standards Board. The Chair again indicated that in his opinion this matter was now 

closed and he would not allow any further discussion on this matter and instructed the 

Clerk to move onto the next agenda item.     

 

07/084  HS2 

Cllr Bennet having been asked to find information following correspondence on the 

proposed work for borrow pits on plans provided by Cllr Walker (the work although 

in the fields would effect many properties/homes in Crofton as they were adjacent or 

very close to them), had provided members with a report following his contact with 

Michael Haughton the present Engagement Manager for HS2 Ltd. The borrow 

pits/quarries indicated on the plans had not been confirmed as yet as to the suitability 

or locations. There had been some discussions with Local Authorities (under their 

confidentiality agreements), about some site, but purely as possible proposals at this 

stage. 

 

07/085  Parish matters 

Cllr Chalkley had noted the planter at the Parish Centre had been removed and 

queried why it had, Cllr Robinson explained that it had been returned to the previous 

contractor the Parish Council had used (Plantscape), but as a new contractor had been  
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appointed a replacement had not been ordered due to future construction works being 

commenced. 

Cllr Bennett queried why the planters recently placed by the Car Park needed to be 

positioned 4.5 meters from the Highway, Cllr Robinson explained that this had been a 

condition of the lease agreement, he would supply Cllr Bennett with the information 

for this. 

 

03/068  Date of next meeting 

Resolved; that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 08 

September 2020 at 7pm. 

 

03/069        Members of the public and press were to leave before agenda item 18. 

It was agreed 

 

03/070  Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press 

Nothing discussed. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date…………………. 

 Chairman Crofton Parish Council 


