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     Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 08 October 2019. 

Present; Councillors; Ripley (Chair), Hampshire (Vice Chair), Bennett, Chalkley 

                        Gordon, Hewitt, Kimbley, Robinson and Schofield. 

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley. 

 

In attendance; 3 members of the public. 

   District Councillor; Heptinstall. 

   1 Police Officer. 

  

a, Members received a presentations from candidate Robert Elson for co-option, 

following a vote it was agreed as follows, For; 9 Against; 0 to approve the co - option.  

Members received a presentations from candidate Michael Harrison for co-option, 

following a vote it was agreed as follows, For; 9 Against; 0 to approve the co - option.  

 

10/962  Report from W.Y.Police Officers working on Crofton Safe Scheme          
PC Carl Hall, presented the Safe Scheme report for October.  

He explained that there had been changes to the Scheme and he was arranging to 

introduce new officers to work on it. 

Following a report of youths on the roof of the All Saints Church, it was noted that the 

Police had responded quickly. It was noted that graffiti had been sprayed on the 

Church. 

Cllr Gordon asked for information about a burglary which had occurred on 

Springfield Avenue to the rear of Fernlea Close. 

Cllr Harrison commented that he had heard cars speeding on Doncaster Road, but 

there was no report concerning this. 

Following a report concerning a red Vauxhall Astra causing an obstruction in the 

roadway, despite Police clearing the area the car returned the next day. 

Cllr Hewitt commented on a situation which had resulted in the Police being 

disrespectful to a member of the public after they had been requested to supply 

information. 

 

10/963   Wakefield MDC District Councillors Report 

Cllr Heptinstall gave an update on matters discussed at previous meetings and some 

which had been reported directly, members were informed that a report of fly tipping 

near Thorntree Avenue had been received. 

In response to this and other matters, Cllr Heptinstall was asked to request that more 

bins be allocated in Crofton. 

Overgrown vegetation and the lack of grass cutting in the Springfield Avenue/ 

Meadowfields area reported at the previous meeting, had not been dealt with. 

Following the accident that had occurred near Sainsbury’s and comments made by 

members and residents (see minutes 05/891 and 09/945), a meeting would take place 

the following day at 10.30am outside Sainsbury’s, with the WMDC Highways Officer 

in attendance. 

Cllr Heptinstall was asked to report the following; 

A request to deal with trees at a WDH property on Priory Ridge, was still outstanding 

since May  

The couch which had been reported to WMDC Customer Services in March (see 

minute 03/848), had still not been removed. 

Some street lighting was not working effectively in part due to the tree canopies being 
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overgrown. 

A request be made to place lights on footpath links, removed when Amey replaced the 

existing ones. 

Cllr Elson provided details of footpaths that were in a poor condition and were not 

suitable for pedestrians as they had been reduced to single tracks. Further comment 

was made about other footpaths within the village that also needed attention. 

Cllr Hampshire once again asked for action to be taken to improve the condition of 

the Manorfields area (see minutes 06/909 and 09/945). 

 

10/964   Public Participation session 

PC Hall was made aware of the number of cars being parked on the footpaths and was 

asked if he could attend on a daily basis to resolve the problem, he stated that there 

was not enough resources to enable this. 

A resident from Rose Garth commented on the problems being experienced as a result 

of cars parking there when a funeral was taking place, an article would be placed in 

the Beacon and on the web site to highlight the problem. 

A resident commented on the need to promote wild meadows, it was suggested that 

Cllr Cummings may be able to offer WMDC owned areas that could be used due to a 

lack of land owned by the Parish Council. 

A resident asked if the trees in the WMDC owned section of the Churchyard could be 

cut, Cllr Heptinstall noted the request. 

 

10/965   Apologies for absence  

District Councillors; Cummings and Manifield.   

 

10/966   Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

 

10/967   Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

 

10/968    Matters arising from previous minutes 

The Clerk was requested to send a letter to Sainsbury’s in addition to those sent to the 

Schools (see minute 09/958). 

Cllr Gordon sought clarification on the two s106 projects mentioned in the previous 

minutes (see minute 09/955), it was confirmed that these were; 

1.The fencing at the Pontefract Road allotments 

2.Further fencing and works to be carried out in the cemetery, extending the work 

carried out on the Community Day. 

The two quotes received from Engie (see minute 09/945), would be for work 

undertaken using s106 funds. 

 

10/969   Community Facilities 

Report Parish Centre  

Cllr Ripley reported that; 

Arrangements had been made for the asbestos survey to be carried out on Thursday. 

A business wanted to advertise itself using the Parish Centre notice board, members 

were in agreement with the request. 

Following discussion there was no objection to the use of the external fencing for the 
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placing of signage. 

Report Village Association 

It was agreed to accept the quote received to supply and install sanitary equipment. 

Following the suggestion by the plumbing company to have the drain down valves in 

the water system replaced, members were in agreement that this would be carried out 

in the new financial year. 

Members were informed that the Crofton Juniors football team had agreed to fund the 

survey of the drainage of the football pitches by the Football Association. 

Report Allotments 

Cllr Hewitt reported that; 

Following comments made at the previous meeting (minute 09/951), he had now       

re-allocated some allotments, the Clerk was given the applications for the new 

tenants, to enable documentation to be issued to them. 

Report Parish Cemetery 

Having been shown the memorial application for D.Rushton and having received 

confirmation of the colour, members were in agreement with the application. 

Report Website 

Cllr Gordon reported that; 

He had sent members a monthly update prior to the meeting.  

There had been a spike in user visits following discussions to work closer with the 

Facebook forum and after a post was placed on the forum with a link to the web site.  

Going forward he wanted to increase user access by having an active news page, 

highlighting both council activities and wider village activities.  

He would be adding the profiles of the new Parish Councillors Elson and Harrison. 

Following the request for newsworthy events to be added to the website, Cllr Gordon 

was asked to publish the following; 

Progress made with the planning application for the Parish Centre 

A change to where the Remembrance Day event will be held 

A note to thank DS Smith Packaging concerning the Community Day and to all who 

were involved in the work which was carried out in the cemetery and the Churchyard. 

 

10/970   Traffic issues 
Nothing to report. 

                                                                                                                                                                

10/971   Cleansing/Environment 

Nothing to report 

 

10/972   Planning Notifications 

Members duly noted the applications and decisions received. 

 

10/973   Financial matters                                      
Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly payments and receipts and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance. 

The Clerk provided members with a list of invoices for payment for the month of 

October 2019;  

Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 

  Cheque  Payee;   Details;         £                                                

102803 R.Hampshire Windows    18.00 

  102804 PKFLittlejohn Audit   360.00 
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BACS  Booker  Cleaning Matrls   35.10  

BACS  M.Jedynack Building Wks    90.00 

          Total £1073.10           
Members duly noted the content of the quarterly accounts. 

Cllr Robinson provided members with further information on the contract that had 

been agreed with Npower (see minute 09/955), after much negotiation he had 

managed to arrange reduced tariff charges and a likely refund. Cllr Robinson was 

given special thanks for the work he had undertaken to bring about such a result. 

 

10/974   Consider and discuss correspondence received 
Members noted the content of the information received, in particular  

Note 3; Members were in agreement to change the flower tower for winter/spring. 

Note 6; the Clerk was asked to circulate the letter from the resident seeking a 

donation to attend the Scout jamboree. 

Note 7; Following discussion it was agreed that Wakefield Trinity be granted use of 

the Sidings Fields, Cllr Kimbley was designated the contact. 

 

10/975   HS2 
Members were informed that the Clerk had received a letter from HS2 concerning an 

agreement extension to carry out surveys on the Pontefract Road allotment land 

owned by the Parish Council and the land on the Sidings leased from Wakefield 

MDC. It was agreed to circulate the letter and documents to all members prior to a 

decision being made. 

 

10/976   Parish matters 

Following comment about the poor condition of the hanging baskets provided by 

Plantscape, it was agreed that Cllr Hampshire would be the lead in future dealings 

with the company. 

Cllr Chalkley would arrange the Remembrance Day service for 10 November, the 

Clerk would contact the Police to confirm the arrangement. 

The Xmas light ‘switch on’ would take place on 03 December at 6.30pm, the Crofton 

Silver Band had been contacted to confirm their appearance, the Clerk would contact 

WMDC to confirm the date. Members were in agreement that Crofton Live could 

have a stall at the event. 

In addition to writing to the Schools concerning parking in the Parish Council Car 

Park (see minute 09/958), the Clerk was asked to send a letter to Sainsbury’s. 

  

10/977   Date of next meeting 

Resolved; that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 12 

November 2019 at 7pm in Crofton Parish Centre, High Street, Crofton. 

 

10/978  Members of the public and press to leave before agenda 18. 

It was agreed 

 

10/979  Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press 

Nothing discussed.                                                                                                           

 

Signed ………………………………  Date………………….. 

 Chairman Crofton Parish Council 


