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      Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 09 July 2019. 

 

Present; Councillors; Ripley (Chair), Hampshire (Vice Chair), Barnsley, Bennett, 

                        Chalkley, Hewitt, Kimbley, Robinson and Schofield. 

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley. 

 

In attendance; 3 members of the public. 

   District Councillor; Manifield. 

   

07/926  Report from W.Y.Police Officers working on Crofton Safe Scheme 
The Safe Scheme report for July was circulated to members who duly noted the 

content. 

 

07/927  Wakefield MDC District Councillors Report 

District Councillor Manifield provided information to enquiries made individually by 

Parish Councillors, and gave an update on matters discussed at previous meetings, in 

particular; 

The footpath on Pontefract Road and the Knotweed on the Sidings (see minute 

06/909), had both been dealt with. 

With regard to Fly tipping (see minute 02/829), work had been undertaken to remove 

the debris, Cllr Kimbley stated that some articles still needed removing. 

Comment was made about dog fouling which was occurring on the Sidings and within 

the Cemetery, patrols needed to be maintained to stop this, Cllr Manifield noted the 

comment and would establish the rules concerning this. 

Further to reports concerning flooding occurring on the Sidings (minute 04/867), 

Engie would be conducting a full survey of the area. 

With regard to the grass cutting and pitch marking on the Sidings, it was suggested 

that a meeting with WMDC Officer Tim Johnson (who was also involved with 

resolving the flooding in the area, see above), take place to resolve this. Cllr 

Manifield would arrange this.   

Cllr Manifield was asked to take note of the following; 

The parking of cars on the footway and yellow lines at Hare Park View was resulting 

in the buses being unable to manoeuvre and in turn was causing a gridlock. 

A yellow cover placed over a damaged drain entrance near the garden centre on 

Pontefract Road, had been moved, it was considered a hazard. 

In response to the report from Cllr Kimbley about unsafe trees on the Sidings, Cllr 

Manifield informed all present that following a visit by a WMDC Tree Officer he 

confirmed that they were safe, a confirmation of the report was requested. 

Cllr Hewitt commented that a waste bin from the allotments entrance on Hare Park 

had been removed, it was understood that it had been moved to Priory Ridge, he 

asked Cllr Manifield to arrange a replacement. 

WMDC Highways had confirmed that the next meeting with them would take place 

on Tuesday 16 July (see minute 07/934), at the Wakefield One building. 

Cllr Kimbley commented that the entrance on Santingley Lane to the new housing 

site, is the one now being used and not Manor Drive (see also minute 06/909).  

 

07/928   Public Participation session 

A resident asked Cllr Manifield to report a loose drain cover on Manor Drive which 
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was causing a noise nuisance. 

A resident who had previously commented on climate change (minute 04/868), 

expressed her concern about the lack of knowledge and education about the climate 

crisis. She was to arrange an open day (session), to provide information on the matter 

and wanted a representative from WMDC to attend. 

Comment was also made about the loss of pollinating areas in the village, the Copse 

(off Slack Lane) was an area that could be developed to combat this. 

 

07/929   Apologies for absence  

District Councillors; Cummings and Heptinstall. 

Councillor; Gordon. 

 

07/930   Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

 

07/931   Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

 

07/932    Matters arising from previous minutes 

Members discussed the design options, materials and costs for purchasing a ‘Tommy’ 

(see minute 06/922). It was agreed to progress matters. 

 

07/933   Community Facilities 

Report Parish Centre  

Cllr Bennett reported that; 

The damaged flag (see minute 06/915), had now been replaced, tyre marks (from the 

grass cutting vehicle), were visible on the other flags, which raised concerns that they 

could be broken if not correctly laid. 

A plan had now been prepared (see minute 06/915), it was agreed to discuss any 

amendments or alterations to them prior to submission on Sunday 14 July at 6.30pm.  

Report Village Association 

Cllr Bennett reported that; 

He had spoken with the Secretary of the CVA, in order to arrange the AGM. 

Cllr Kimbley again expressed his concerns regarding the waste collection by Biffa. 

Report Allotments 

Cllr Hewitt reported that; 

He was aware that a plot holder at Hare Park had been requesting carpets to use on his 

plot for suppressing weeds, he was told to desist. The Clerk commented that in the 

Allotment Policy 2017 it was not permitted. 

Report Parish Cemetery 

It was agreed that funding be provided for the Community Day if required. 

Members having given due consideration to the application from Lancaster 

Memorials for a memorial agreed that the colour was not acceptable. 

Report Website 

Nothing to report. 

 

07/934   Traffic issues 
The parking of cars outside the Post Office at its junction with Slack Lane was 

still causing problems, it was agreed that it would be discussed at the next meeting 
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with WMDC Officers following the recent meeting held with them (see minute 

06/909). 

                                                                                                                                                                    

07/935   Cleansing/Environment 

Cllr Kimbley informed members that he had received a resident complaint about the 

condition of Crofton. 

 

07/936   Planning Notifications 

Members duly noted the applications and decisions received. 

The Clerk was asked to submit an objection against application 19/01266/FUL, 

specifically the proposed summerhouse to the front of.23 Cambridge Crescent, as it 

was an inappropriate development with it being so close to a public footpath. 

 

07/937   Financial matters                                      
Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly payments and receipts and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance. 

The Clerk provided members with a list of invoices for payment for the month of July 

2019;  

Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 

 Cheque  Payee;   Details;         £                                                

102796 Firescreen Extinguishers  113.36 

102797 Firescreen Extinguishers    33.88 

102798 YLCA  Training  115.00 

102799 YLCA  Training  115.00 

102800 R.Hampshire Windows    18.00 

102801 Healey Elect Lighting  908.40 

                                                                      Total £1303.64           
Members duly noted the content of the quarterly budget statement. 

Having taking into account comments made previously by Cllr Gordon and those 

made by Cllr Bennett, the Clerk was asked to amend some of the content in order for 

members to give their approval to the Financial Risk Management Plan. 

 

07/938   Consider and discuss correspondence received 
Members noted the content of the information received. 

 

07/939   HS2 
Having responded to a request for meeting dates within a two week period, Cllr 

Bennett was displeased with the response which stated that there was not enough time 

to arrange a meeting within the dates offered. Despite this and other concerns that 

changes would be considered, to be then told there was to be no changes, Cllr Bennett 

was asked to persist in arranging another meeting. 

 

07/940   Parish matters 

Cllr Chalkley commented that Walton Parish Council were having problems with 

their hanging basket provider and they had asked if they could come to some 

arrangement with Crofton regarding future provision. Members were agreeable to the 

suggestion. 

Having given consideration to the employment of a Village Lengthsman, members 

agreed that it was not appropriate. 
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Following comments made at the previous meeting (see minute 06/922), Cllr Ripley 

provided members with a plan of where the memorial stone and a “Tommy’ could be 

erected within the Parish Council car park, without the need for the introduction of a 

new hard standing area. 

Cllr Barnsley had attended a meeting of the Constable & Pinders Trust and provided 

information to members about the appointment of more trustees and the Charity’s 

future intentions. 

Cllr Hewitt had been informed by residents of Rectory Crescent that there was a rat 

problem, residents were informed that WMDC were unable to respond. 

Cllr Hampshire reported that a bracket for one of the hanging baskets on Harrison 

Road had been damaged, the Clerk would report it. 

 

07/941   Date of next meeting 

Resolved; that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 17 

September 2019 at 7pm in Crofton Parish Centre, High Street, Crofton. 

 

07/942  Members of the public and press were to leave before agenda no.19 

It was agreed 

 

07/943  Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press 

The payment for the grass cutting would be put in dispute. 

It was noted that WMDC may consider exercising its discretionary powers under 

Section 39(4) of the RPA to fill vacancies. 

Cllr Chalkley would provide the Clerk with information on a candidate for co-option. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date………………….. 

 Chairman Crofton Parish Council 


